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FROM: 


SUBJECT: 


COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 


SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT Y 


pate: August 3. 1998 


OFFICE CORRESPONDENCE FILE: 


EAST LOS ANGELES STATION 


EXECUTIVE FORCE REVIEW COMMITTEE FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
USE OF DEADLY FORCE, FEBRUARY 21, 1998, IAB INVESTIGATION #1198041 


The purpose of this memo is to notify you of the review committee's findings and 
recommendations concerning the use of deadly force incident which occurred on 
February 21, 1998. 


The committee met on July 30, 1998 and consisted of myself and Commanders 
Leonard Н. Kramer (Field Operations Region II) and Michael |. Quinn (Court 
Services Division). The committee determined the use of deadly force by Deputy 
Thomas Giandomenico, а within Department policy. Please advise the 
deputy of this finding. 


Accompanying this memo is the original PSTD Response Team package, which 
contains the IAB and Training Bureau reports. Please evaluate the included material 
and complete and sign the enclosed form documenting your recommendations and 
actions and return the PSTD Response Team package to me through division chief 
within 30 days. 
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Officer Involved Shooting 


Вива аот асу: Pact Log Angeles Station 


Incident information 


Location Type Lighting (cirale only one) : Incident Type (circle one or more) : Initiated by (circle only one) : 
(сө one or more) Darkness Accidental Arrest Warrant 
Backyard Daylight Armed Person X ~ 
Beach Other Fleeing x ‘Observation X 
Business Street Lights X Foot na Suspect x One Person Unit 
Freeway Gun Take А Other 
Industrial Moving pem Search Warrant 
Park Weather (irole only one) : " Two Person Unit 
Parking Lot Clear Sniper/Ambush 

Cloudy X Startle ^ 
Бейге ае y Struggle involved Prior Activity (оёой only one) : 
School Rain Traffic Stop Detective. 


Regular Overtime Off Duy 


Type (circle only опе): 
Regular Overtime Off Duty 


Watch Sergeant 


Watch Commander 


Present during shooting 
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Method Type of Injury Body Part Injured 
Awon ON  OterWespor: ohie (AB) Abrasion (AD) Abdomen 
(8С) Baton:(Control) (08) — Other Weapon: Blunt Object (BR) Bruise (AK) Anke 


Ат 


Control Hokde:(Control Techniques) 
Control Hokds:(Team Takedown) 


FORCE APPLIED (one code per block) 


Authorized 
Type of Injury | Body Part 
Ammunition? (Code) 


(YIN) (Code) 


Used By | Used Against | Method 


(E# or S#) (Code) | (Code) 


11 
Ц 
H 
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Involved Employee Information 
498-02630-0299-055 


URN: 
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Last Name 
Giandomenico 


Ranke 
Generalist 


ShiftType (circle only one) : 
Regular Overtime Off Duty 


Unit of Assignment: 
East Los Angeles Station 


Intoxicatiov/Drug Usage? [] 


Work Assignment (Unit #, Module, etc.): 
20N7 (COPS Team) 
ised: 


M W 
ShiftTime (circle only one) : 
EM PM Day 


Hospital Admission? 


ills Lud 


[Age:, Height: 


to shooting:| D: ‘Clothing (circle only one) : 


) 
Plain Clothes по Vest Raid Jacket w/ Vest 


Plain Clothes w Vest Uniform no Vest. 
6-00 220 Raid Jacket no Vest Uniform w/ Vest 


LA. ^ ШШЕ idem DaT | Taser Thing бав: MEM 
Certified with Weapon Used? Ж | Patrol Certification? m adiit | Prior Shootings? [| [eese ‘Shootings: Г | 
First 


Field Training Officer Emp Last Nai 


[Field Training Officer Emp # Tast Name First Name МТ 


~ Last Name 


Race: Rank: Unit of Assignment: Work Assignment (Unit #, Module, etc.): 
[ShiftTimo (ale only one): | Shifilype [от only ons) > = SubstanceUsed: 
EM РМ Day Regular Overtime Off Duty Intexicstion/Drug Usage? [ ] 
i 7 Case V: 
Hospital Admission? [ ] | Hospital Name: | Coroner Case? [7] Interviewed? 
[Hrs of sleep prior to shooting: Ошу Time (hrs) : 19 (circle only one) : Other Factors: 
Plain Clothes no Vast Raid Jacket w/ Vest 
rage: "Height: Weight Plain Clothes w/ Vest. Uniform no Vest 
Raid Jacket no Vest — Unilorm w/ Vest 
Range Qualification Date: PPC Qualification Date: | Laser Training Date: 
Certified with Weapon Used? Patrol Certification? [_] [eremo Unt Prior Shootings? [к= eT Prior Shootings: 
"ield Training Officer Emp # Last Name First Name Mi. 
Field Training Officer Emp i Last Name First Name Mi 


~ Last Namo 


өх: Race: | Rank: mi ment Work Assianment (Unit #, Module, etc): 


SubstanceUsed: 


[ShiftTime (circle only one): | ShiftType (circle 1 
ЕМ ar [Reguli eerie ӨТ? Intoxicetion/Orug Usage? [C] 


Interviewed? 


Hospital Admission? тин | Согопег Case? 


Firs of sleep prior to shooting; Duty Time (hrs) : iolhing (circle oniy one) = 

Plain Clothes no Vest Raid Jacket w/ Vest 
Plain Clothes w/ Vest Uniform no Vest 
Raid Jacket no Vest Uniform w Vest 


[Age Freight: 


Range Qualification Date: 


Laser Training Date: 


Number of Prior Shootings: 


[Field Training Officer Empa LastName - First Name Mj. 
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Suspect information 


Seconds 
a O9 TOSS ICA) V.C. 


‘Coroner Case? Intexication/Drug Usage? [ ] 
Armed? [X] Mental liness? [ | 
Vehicle Male: Toyota (Stolen) Mode van 


Mum ÉÍ 1 


Home PI 


Het р Woioht 


Primary Charge: 


165 
245(с) P.C. 


Coroner Case #: 


Vehicle Make: Toyota (Stolen 


‘Name 


| Vehicle Make: 
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INCIDENT SUMMARY 
CASE NUMBER SH 1198041 


On Saturday, February 21, 1998, Lieutenant Roberta Abner and Sergeants Donnie Mauldin, Rick 
Jennings, Mike Colton, and Tony Ward of the Internal Affairs Bureau, went to the 1100 Block of 
Stone Street, Los Angeles, in response to a deputy involved non-hit shooting by East Los Angeles 
Station COPS Unit 20N7, Deputies Thomas Giandomenico and Charles Greenwood. Sergeant 
Jim Thornton of the Training Bureau also responded to assess training and tactical aspects. 


The summary of this incident is based on information obtained from interviews of the involved 
deputies, witnesses, and suspects, as well as reports and Mobile Digital data. Refer to Exhibit A 
for a map of the locations talked about in the summary, and to Exhibit B for an aerial view of the 
shooting location. 


At approximately 1940 hours, Deputies Giandomenico and Greenwood were driving southbound 
Alma Ave when they observed a red toyota van driving northbound towards them with its high 
beams on. The deputies were in a radio car, dressed in green Sheriff's polo shirts with insignia and 
green pants with sam browne. Deputy Greenwood, who was driving, flicked his high beams at the 
vehicle to signal to the driver that he was driving with his high beams activated. As their radio car 
came side to side with the van, Deputy Giandomenico pointed towards the van and told his partner 
the van matched the description of a vehicle from an earlier *245" on Belden Avenue in East Los 
Angeles (refer to Exhibit C). The weapon in this earlier crime was a blue steel revolver. At this 
time, the Toyota sped off at a high rate of speed. 


Deputy Greenwood made a U-turn, and noted the van drove through a stop sign. They went in 
pursuit of the vehicle as it turned westbound on Ganahl (refer to Exhibit D for the braodcast). The 
van stopped against the northwest curb of Ganaul and Stone St., and as the radio car approached 
the intersection, Deputies Giandomenico and Greenwood saw two males running northbound on 
the west sidewalk. Deputy Greenwood drove northbound on Stone St., following the suspects. 
Greenwood stopped the radio car just north of M Stone St., and both deputies exited the 
vehicle. 


Deputy Greenwood said he saw one suspect upon exiting his car running into a yard at — stone 
St. He saw the Suspect removing his hooded sweatshirt as he ran. After a few steps into the yard, 
Deputy Greenwood observed the suspect run around a house and he did not continue to pursue 
him. Deputy Greenwood heard his partner yell "freeze" and something about the Suspect having 
a gun. Immediately thereafter, he heard three shots and turned to see Deputy Giandomenico 
standing near the street in a crouching position. 


Deputy Giandomenico said when he exited the radio car, he observed one of the two suspects who 
had been running, hiding behind a van which was parked in front of EN Stone Street. This 
suspect changed his direction and ran southbound on the sidewalk, eventually running diagonally 
into the street in a southeasterly direction. When the Suspect came into his view from behind the 
parked van (not the suspect vehicle), he was running funny as if there was something in his pants. 
Deputy Giandomenico saw and heard a revolver (dark colored) drop on the ground from the 
Suspect's pants' leg. The Suspect stopped and took two steps backward towards the weapon, 
while Deputy Giandomenico yelled at him to freeze. The Suspect picked up the gun with his left 
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hand, and pointed it in the direction where Deputy Giandomenico was standing. Deputy 
Giandomenico fired three rounds from his 9mm Beretta at the suspect, as he crouched down to his 
right. Deputy Giandomenico said the Suspect put out his right palm towards him, covering the 
side of his face, and flenched as the shots were fired. The Suspect then fled southbound and then 
eastbound on Ganahl St., out of his sight. Deputy Giandomenico recovered a blue hat that had 
fallen from the suspect s head as he ran. 


While the containment was being set up, an assisting unit detained a male hispanic at City Terrace 
Dr. and Alma St. that had been running away from the general area of the shooting. This male, 
Subject ШШШ turned out to be the one Deputy Giandomenico shot at, although Giandomenico 


could not identify him. The second suspect who Deputy Greenwood had been chasing, Subject 
as eventually found hiding in the yard at Ee 


Subject EN OSS detectives that he had been one of the two suspects in the van and that he 
had been shot at by one of the deputies. admitted that he had a black revolver prior to the 
pursuit, but said he threw it out of the van during the pursuit. He denied pointing a gun at the 
deputy ШШ said he was wearing а red bandana when he jumped out of the van, but that he had 
it in his hand while running, and that is probably why the deputy thought he had a gun in his hand. 
However, witnesses who sawlMllllikunning after the shooting said had the bandana on his 
head when he ran past them. One witness saw Mill take off the bandana and drop it in front of 
[— —  — ME a block and a half from where the shooting occurred. Deputies 
recovered the bandana as evidence. 


Subject said he would show the detectives where he tossed the weapon, but they took him 
back in the field three times and still did not locate it. The next morning, a witness called and said 
she had found a black revolver in front of ja short distance from where| 

was initially detained. Deputies responded and took custody of the weapon. 


Subject llle nica that he and [had a gun in the van and that either of them threw a gun 
out during the pursuit. 


There were several people in the neighborhood who heard anywhere from two to four gunshots, 
and a few who saw the suspects running, however, only three actually saw the shooting. 


The first witness И" | bere Subject [J ran into 
the rear yard, said she heard a commotion outside and when she looked out the kitchen window 
she saw a deputy shoot three times in a southerly direction on Stone St. She then yelled out to one 
of the deputies that she heard something in her back yard. 


The second witness, IEEE was standing in front of J (i of 
Ganahl St. and Stone St.) when she heard a speeding car approaching on Ganahl St. Suddenly a 
van stopped at the northwest corner of Ganahl St. and Stone St. and three males ran northbound 
from it. Shortly thereafter, a radio car drove northbound on Stone St. and stopped mid-block. She 
said that the passenger deputy exited the car and ran toward the rear of the car and yelled “freeze,” 
at one of the males who was now running southbound toward Ganahl St. She said that as the 
deputy yelled “freeze” the male turned his upper body toward the deputy and the deputy shot at 
him two or three times. She thought the male had been shot because he appeared to be limping as 
he fled eastbound on Ganahl St. She also said he was wearing a red and white bandana on his 
head at the time of the shooting. 
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The third witness was inside his residence at 

from where the shooting occurred, when he saw the radio car's lights outside. He looked out a 
front window and saw Giandomenico shoot three to four times in a southerly direction toward 
Ganahl St. He and his who did not see the shooting, then “hit the floor" for their safety. 


There were no indications in the area that anyone had been shot. One expended round was found 
east of where the Suspect vehicle came to rest, and three expended casings were found in the street 
just west of where Deputy Giandomenico said he was standing. A search was conducted of the 
area to determine where the fired rounds struck, but nothing was discovered to indicate where the 
rounds may have gone. 


The van that the suspects were driving had been reported stolen on February 21, 1998. The 
revolver recovered on Alma Ave. was positively identified by the Crime lab as the firearm used in 
the earlier shooting on Belden Ave. 

On March 17, 1997, Subject ШШ: guilty to Assault with a Deadly Weapon on a Peace 
Officer and was sentenced to 5 years in the California Youth Authority. Subject Hs 
identified as the shooter in the shooting on Belden Ave. and is still awating trial. 


Refer to Exhibit E for the Complaint and supplemental reports about this incident. 
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